


Why Novel Studies in the Science Classroom?

Here at Nitty Gritty Science we want to foster the love of reading and 
improve science literacy.  We believe that using novel studies in the 
science classroom will not only give students exposure to different 
perspectives but will also help them develop an understanding of how 
science vocabulary applies to so many events in their lives.

Research also shares benefits of using novel studies in the science 
classroom such as: 

The literacy from reading can easily come from non-fiction and fiction 
novels that surround a science-related topic and are far more of a 
high-interest read for the majority of students than reading a textbook 
(Anderson & Hite, 2010; Batchelor, 2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000).

Science fiction novels are an excellent way to engage students in science 
ideas while also helping students improve their literacy skills. (Creech and 
Hale, 2006)

Teachers can add in other readings from the internet and news articles 
which brings the reading level down to a more manageable level, 
however students are more willing to learn and spend the time to learn 
new vocabulary when highly engaged in what they are reading (Weinbugh
et al.,2014).

There is very little research out there about the usefulness of using 
novels in classrooms other than ELA. Others have used novels and other 
types of formats to get students excited about science and science 
concepts (Batchelor, 2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000; Ivey & Fisher, 
2005; Jarman & McClune, 2001), but very few have used novels to teach 
science concepts and also try to increase literacy skills among students 
in the secondary classroom, so Nitty Gritty Science is here to help with 
that!

Happy reading, 
Erica



The Disappearing Spoon, chronicling the extraordinary stories behind one of 
the greatest scientific tools in existence: the periodic table.

Why did Gandhi hate iodine (I, 53)? How did radium (Ra, 88) nearly ruin Marie 
Curie's reputation? And why did tellurium (Te, 52) lead to the most bizarre gold 

rush in history?

The periodic table is a crowning scientific achievement, but it's also a treasure 
trove of adventure, greed, betrayal, and obsession. The fascinating tales in The 
Disappearing Spoon follow elements on the table as they play out their parts in 
human history, finance, mythology, conflict, the arts, medicine, and the lives of 

the (frequently) mad scientists who discovered them.

Adapted for a middle grade audience, the young readers edition of The 
Disappearing Spoon offers the material in a simple, easy-to-follow format, with 

approximately 20 line drawings and sidebars throughout. Students will love 
learning about the history behind the chemistry.



Hyp er lin k ed  Ta b le  of Con t en t s

Ch eck  ou t  t h e  follow in g sa m p le  p a ges  
focu s in g on  scien ce  voca b u la r y,  r ea d in g 

com p reh en s ion ,  a n d  lit e r a cy -b a sed  p roject s !

Tea ch er  Gu id e  in clu d ed !



Fin d  ou t  w h a t  
s t u d en t s  a lr ea d y  
k n ow.

Voca b u la r y



Nov e l Pr oject  
op t ion
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