


Why Novel Studies in the Science Classroom?

Here at Nitty Gritty Science we want to foster the love of reading and 
improve science literacy.  We believe that using novel studies in the 
science classroom will not only give students exposure to different 
perspectives but will also help them develop an understanding of how 
science vocabulary applies to so many events in their lives.

Research also shares benefits of using novel studies in the science 
classroom such as: 

The literacy from reading can easily come from non-fiction and fiction 
novels that surround a science-related topic and are far more of a 
high-interest read for the majority of students than reading a textbook 
(Anderson & Hite, 2010; Batchelor, 2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 
2000).

Science fiction novels are an excellent way to engage students in science 
ideas while also helping students improve their literacy skills. (Creech 
and Hale, 2006)

Teachers can add in other readings from the internet and news articles 
which brings the reading level down to a more manageable level, 
however students are more willing to learn and spend the time to learn 
new vocabulary when highly engaged in what they are reading (Weinbugh
et al.,2014).

There is very little research out there about the usefulness of using 
novels in classrooms other than ELA. Others have used novels and other 
types of formats to get students excited about science and science 
concepts (Batchelor, 2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000; Ivey & 
Fisher, 2005; Jarman & McClune, 2001), but very few have used novels 
to teach science concepts and also try to increase literacy skills among 
students in the secondary classroom, so Nitty Gritty Science is here to 
help with that!

Happy reading, 
Erica



Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked 
the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the most important 

tools in medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are still alive today, though she has been 
dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, 
viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene 

mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions.

Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave.

Henrietta’s family did not learn of her “immortality” until more than twenty years after her death, when scientists 
investigating HeLa began using her husband and children in research without informed consent. And though the cells 

had launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological materials, her family never saw any of the profits. 
As Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks family—past and present—is inextricably connected to the 

dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal battles over whether we 
control the stuff we are made of.

Over the decade it took to uncover this story, Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks family—especially 
Henrietta’s daughter Deborah. Deborah was consumed with questions: Had scientists cloned her mother? Had they 

killed her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so important to medicine, why couldn’t her children afford health 
insurance?

Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the 
beauty and drama of scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences.
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Thank you for sharing Nitty Gritty Science with your students!
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Copyright © Nitty Gritty Science, LLC and Nitty Gritty Science Jr., LLC. All rights reserved by author 
Dr. Erica Colón. This product is to be used by the original downloader only. Copying for more than one 

teacher, classroom, department, school, or school system is prohibited. This product may not be 
distributed or displayed digitally for public view. Failure to comply is a copyright infringement and a 
violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Clipart and elements found in this PDF are 
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