


Why Novel Studies in the Science Classroom?

Here at Nitty Gritty Science we want to foster the love of reading and 
improve science literacy.  We believe that using novel studies in the 
science classroom will not only give students exposure to different 
perspectives but will also help them develop an understanding of how 
science vocabulary applies to so many events in their lives.

Research also shares benefits of using novel studies in the science 
classroom such as: 

The literacy from reading can easily come from non-fiction and fiction 
novels that surround a science-related topic and are far more of a 
high-interest read for the majority of students than reading a textbook 
(Anderson & Hite, 2010; Batchelor, 2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000).

Science fiction novels are an excellent way to engage students in science 
ideas while also helping students improve their literacy skills. (Creech and 
Hale, 2006)

Teachers can add in other readings from the internet and news articles 
which brings the reading level down to a more manageable level, 
however students are more willing to learn and spend the time to learn 
new vocabulary when highly engaged in what they are reading (Weinbugh
et al.,2014).

There is very little research out there about the usefulness of using 
novels in classrooms other than ELA. Others have used novels and other 
types of formats to get students excited about science and science 
concepts (Batchelor, 2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000; Ivey & Fisher, 
2005; Jarman & McClune, 2001), but very few have used novels to teach 
science concepts and also try to increase literacy skills among students 
in the secondary classroom, so Nitty Gritty Science is here to help with 
that!

Happy reading, 
Erica



The Radium Girls novel study is based on the young reader’s edition.

Explore the unbelievable true story of America's glowing girls and their fight 
for justice in the young readers edition of the New York Times and USA Today 

bestseller The Radium Girls. This enthralling new edition includes all-new 
material, including a glossary, timeline, and dozens of bonus photos.

Amid the excitement of the early twentieth century, hundreds of young 
women spend their days hard at work painting watch dials with glow-in-the-
dark radium paint. The painters consider themselves lucky—until they start 

suffering from a mysterious illness. As the corporations try to cover up a 
shocking secret, these shining girls suddenly find themselves at the center of a 

deadly scandal.

The Radium Girls: Young Readers Edition tells the unbelievable true story of 
these incredible women, whose determination to fight back saved countless 

lives.



Hyp er lin k ed Ta b le of Con t en t s

Ch eck  ou t  t h e  follow in g sa m p le  p a ges  
focu s in g on  scien ce  voca b u la r y,  r ea d in g 

com p reh en s ion ,  a n d  lit e r a cy -b a sed  p roject s !



Com p r eh en s ion

Voca b u la r y



Nov e l Pr oject  
op t ion s
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